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Lake Dates. The 13th Annual Lake Riley 4th of July Boat Parade will be upon us before you can say, 
“Pass me some apple pie, please!” As always, boats will meet in the west bay, and the parade will start 
at 12 Noon. The more you decorate, the more fun it is. Pets, in-laws, and outlaws welcome.
The ice-out date of March 18 was the 4th earliest on record, no surprise with the mild winter and lack of 
continuous ice-cover. Earliest ice-out years and dates: 1987 - 3/17; 2000 - 3/8; 2001 - 3/14; 2012 - 3/18.
Annual Meeting. The annual Lake Riley Improvement Association (LRIA) meeting was held on Tuesday 
April 17, presided over by President Mike Domke. We had several guest speakers, the last one being Dr. 
Peter Sorensen from the University of Minnesota carp/lake study. We left the meeting with the 
understanding that we lakeshore owners will reduce or eliminate our use of herbicides to treat Lake Riley 
weeds for the next 2 summers. Dr. Sorensen emphasized that there is nothing more that the University 
team can do to restore our water clarity until we - as a group - let the natural plant balance become re-
established. To this end, a Weed Management Committee is organizing and will be in 
communication with you to document any steps you take to control your weeds, whether it 
involves physical cutting or herbicide treatment. Please take notes on any dates, types of treatment 
and area treated. The committee will be in charge of compiling the data and getting it to Dr. Sorensen and 
his team. Please note: the minutes from the annual meeting were sent out in April. Contact 
anneflorenzano@gmail.com if you would like them sent to you again.
Speaking of weeds... Yes, there seem to be a lot of weeds already. Along 
with millfoil, we have a lot of curly-leaf pondweed this year. According to a 
Minnesota DNR fact sheet, curly-leaf was first noted in Minnesota about 
1910 and has been in Minnesota so long that most people do not realize 
that it is a nonnative species. In spring, curly-leaf pondweed can form 
dense mats that may interfere with boating and other recreation on lakes. 
The abundance of curly-leaf varies from year to year depending on 
environmental conditions such as winter snow depth and spring water 
clarity, which can effect its growth. In midsummer, curly-leaf pondweed 
usually dies back. If you want, you can remove dying plants from the 
water to prevent an increase in phosphorus as it decays. University of 
Minnesota students at the Evening With the Watershed confirmed that the 
curly-leaf pondweed should have seasonal die off by beginning of July. So 
without treating the lake, we should all have more curly-leaf-free water by 
4th of July festivities.
Who ya gonna call? Weedbusters Sam Bushey and friend are willing to physically 
cut your lake weeds from designated areas in return for you giving a $20/hour 
donation to each boy for their “college fund.” Call Sam at 952-334-5848 for more details.
Evening With The Watershed. A lot of great information was presented on May 3 at the Evening with the 
Watershed. Among other district projects, the Watershed board has allocated $50,000 to 
Chanhassen and Eden Prairie for the implementation of an AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) Inspection 
Program.
• The program will begin Memorial Day Weekend and continue through the Labor Day Weekend.
• For Lake Riley, the 4th of July week schedule will be as follows: 14 hours/day from 7/1 to 7/8
• Riley non-holiday schedule: 4 hours per day Monday - Thursday, 8 hours on Fridays and 14 hours/day 

for Saturdays and Sundays.
• Other lakes in Eden Prairie that will implement boat inspections are Mitchell, Red Rock, Round and 

Staring.
• In Chanhassen, Lakes Ann, Susan and Lotus will also have inspections.
• If you should happen to encounter one of the inspectors please cooperate; they are doing a great job in 

trying to halt the spread of AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species.)

Curly-leaf pondweed.
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• Be aware of the regulations: Remove the your drain plug when your boat is out of the water.
• Remove materials such as weeds that maybe hanging from the boat or the trailer.
• There will be signs at the access explaining what to do.
• Remember: you can scrub your boat down after putting in at another lake.
• Do not bring zebra mussels into Lake Riley!
You are invited to read the Evening with the Watershed presentation for more details.
Membership. Thanks to everyone for their prompt response to the membership dues mailing! Looks like 
it will be a record year for LRIA membership; we are on track for 80+ members. A second mailing will go 
out shortly, so if you haven’t already paid up for your membership, please do so soon. The nature and 
appearance of the lake, and even its reputation (for instance, as a clean lake, a good fishing lake) can 
protect and improve all of our property values. The price of membership to protect our lake is a bargain at 
$20! Also please consider an optional contribution to our fish stocking fund.  If you have questions about 
your membership, contact Pete Lillie at Tel: 952-496-0714 or at lilliesales@q.com. 
Fish Stocking. As mentioned above, our lake association asks for optional contributions to our fish 
stocking program. As a lake association we decided several years ago to match contributed funds for 
stocking Riley with additional fish to attract anglers and to enhance Riley’s fishing reputation. In past 
autumns we have stocked walleyes, but the board is looking into alternative fish. Jumbo Yellow Perch 
are a strong option. Please contact Mike Domke at Mike.Domke@donaldson.com if you’re interested in 
getting involved with the fish stocking program. 

Basic Boating Rules. I run the risk of repeating the same thing every year, but where safety is 
concerned I feel it is always worth it. There are so many important rules and regulations about boating 
and water safety that it is impossible to cover them all here. But let this be a reminder to PLEASE READ 
OVER THE MINNESOTA BOATING GUIDE. Whether you are new to lake activities or you’ve been 
around watercraft all your life, it doesn’t hurt to refresh yourself on the basics, for your safety and well-
being. Register your watercraft in person at any deputy registrar of motor vehicles (where you license 
your car); at the DNR License Center in St. Paul (address at the end of the Boating Guide booklet) or 
online at www.wildlifelicense.com/mn/ . And remember, if you see dangerous or illegal water activity 
occurring on the lake this summer, contact the sheriffs’ offices; they both respond when we need them. I 
have them in my smart phone contact list under “Water Patrol.” I hope I never need to call them.

* Hennepin Water Patrol: 612-596-9880*  *Carver Water Patrol: 952-361-1137*
This e-newsletter is published in March, June, September and December.  

If you have questions, comments or ideas - or if you need to add or update an email address - please 
contact Anne Florenzano at 612-730-9470 or anneflorenzano@gmail.com
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